
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 June 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer,  

 

Your child is currently working towards their GCSE qualifications in English 

Language and English Literature.   

 

A compulsory component of the English Language GCSE is to complete a 

Spoken Language Assessment.  This assessment requires students to plan and 

deliver a speech. This half term students have been studying persuasive 

methods and speech writing skills.  For the remainder of the term, they will 

need to research, plan and write their speech.  All students will be required to 

submit their completed speech via email to their English teacher by Friday 

10th July.  By writing the speeches this term, students will be in an extremely 

strong position to deliver their speeches in a timely manner when we return to 

school.    

 

To help your child with their preparation, we will be providing two live lessons 

per week via Microsoft Teams from Monday 29th June.  Your child will be 

informed when they should attend sessions by their English teacher this week.   

 

Please see the information on the reverse of this letter to support your child 

with their English lessons until the end of term. Thank you for your continued 

support.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 
KSmith 

 

Miss K Smith  

Head of English 
 

  



GCSE Speaking and Listening Guidance 

Over your remaining English lessons this half term, you will be researching and writing a 

speech on a topic of your choice for your GCSE Speaking and Listening assessment. To 

help you complete this, there will be two ‘live’ lessons and two ‘support’ sessions each 

week, which will guide you through your preparation. 

Once your topic has been checked by your teacher, you will be using your persuasive 

writing skills you to produce a speech discussing something you are passionate about.  

 

Important Deadline: By Friday 10th July 2020, your English teacher should have received 

your completed speech. 

 

Research & Drafting (w/c 29th June) 

Lesson 1: Understanding the Task & Deciding Topic 

Your teacher will deliver a lesson that introduces the speaking and listening task to you, 

and guides you through deciding on 1-2 topics that you might like to write your speech 

on. To help you make an informed decision, there will be a list of suggested topics 

available.  

By the end of today’s lesson, you will need to contact your teacher outlining your chosen 

topic.  

You will receive notification via email from your teacher if they are happy for you to 

proceed with your topic. 

 

Lesson 2: Successful Speeches 

In today’s lesson, you will explore some examples of successful speeches, and reflect on 

how you can apply what you learnt to your own planning and delivery. 

 

Lesson 3: Research 

You should spend this lesson conducting some research into your topic, and gathering 

some key ideas that you would like to present in your speech.  

 

Lesson 4: Drafting 

In this lesson, you need to have a go at drafting your speech, using the skills you learnt 

when studying persuasive writing to help you. There will be some models available if you 

need them. As a minimum, you should have written 1-2 paragraphs by the end of this 

lesson. 

You will need to email your teacher a copy of what you write in this lesson, so that they 

can check you are on the right track. 

 

Writing (w/c 6th July) 

Lesson 5, 6 & 7: Drafting 

You should spend these lessons continuing to write your speech. Don’t forget to proof-

read as you go along! 

There will be a small team of English teachers available via email during these lessons for 

you to ask questions should you need to.  

 

Lesson 8: Submission 

This lesson should be spent finalising your speech – if you have done lots of editing, it 

might be worth either typing your final speech up or writing it up in neat. 

At the end of this lesson, you will need to submit your speech to your English teacher. 


