
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28th May 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Following recent government announcements and the publication of the national Covid19 recovery 

strategy, I have been working with colleagues to consider our response here at St Mary’s, and write to 

share with you our current position. For clarity, secondary schools in England have been asked to: 

 

- Continue to provide places for the children of critical workers and for vulnerable students; 

- Where possible make some provision for ‘face to face’ contact for Year 10 and 12 before the end 

of the academic year alongside remote learning, which remains the primary source of education. 

 

It is important to note that implicit in these requests is that Year 7-9 will receive only remote learning until 

at least September and to appreciate that any adjustment for Year 10 or 12 is dependent on the 

government’s ‘five tests’ being met. We await a decision on this basis tomorrow, May 29th. 

 

As ever we have considered the national guidance in our specific local context; a school without a 

local catchment and with heavy reliance on school transport for example. We will be unable to secure 

any school transport for the remainder of this academic year. We have also assessed the relative 

benefits of the kinds of teaching and provision that will be possible given the parameters associated 

with managing interaction and social distancing. 

 

Our current remote supervision has been very well received. Nevertheless, we remain ambitious for 

improvement and recognise some specific opportunities to further enhance our offer. This national 

development provides us with a platform to extend our application of available resources through our 

new IT infrastructure and to further improve the experience for our students. We are now in a position to 

teach some lessons live to students using our Microsoft 365 package. This will ensure students remain in 

their teaching groups and share a consistent input over time but without being on site in a physical 

classroom. Over the last 8 weeks we have invested heavily in ensuring access to devices and the 

internet and so our capacity is much greater than at the outset to support this development. 

 

Given all of the above, having reflected carefully, and having engaged widely with professionals 

across the city we have constructed a plan for the remainder of the Summer term as follows: 

 

Vulnerable students and children of critical workers 

• Current provision maintained. 

• We continue to regularly review capacity and may contact some families who have previously not 

taken up the offer to revisit preferences as the public health position evolves. 

 

Year 7-9 

• The remote platform SMC Study will continue for the remainder of the Summer term. 

• Parents and students will notice that online assessment using Microsoft Forms will be integrated in to 

learning cycles. Completion will be monitored to assess engagement/ attendance to scheduled 

lessons and inform teachers more regularly to support planning. 

• Pastoral contact will continue on a weekly basis by Personal Tutor. 

 

  



Year 10 

From Monday June 8th 

• Up to 18 hours per week of remote leaning will be delivered live through Microsoft Teams by subject 

teachers – details to follow. 

• Option A, Humanities and Core PE will be delivered broadly in line with the current approach. 

• Pastoral contact will continue on a weekly basis through Personal Tutors. 

From Monday June 15th and if it is safe to do so: 

• At least one visit to school every two weeks for a face to face interaction (2 visits before summer). 

• Visits will focus on well-being, academic progress, COVID risk management and careers. Each 

meeting will take place with a tutor for 25 minutes – details to follow. 

 

Year 12 

From Monday June 8th 

• Up to 20 hours/week of remote leaning delivered live through Microsoft Teams by subject teachers. 

• Pastoral contact will continue on a weekly basis through Personal Tutors. 

From Monday June 15th and if it is safe to do so: 

• One extended visit to school for every subject for a face to face interaction (up to 4 visits before 

summer) plus up to four end of year assessments completed on-site in exam conditions. 

• Visits will include revision sessions and the formal assessment period. 

 

I am sure you will appreciate that there is much to consider for any setting in responding to the 

government’s revised position. I wrote to reassure parents and carers in the wake of the initial 

announcement that safety remains our first priority. Everything proposed has been considered carefully 

with this in mind. We are still processing the long-awaited guidance to secondary schools published this 

week. However, having worked with Trust leaders to support the return for some children to our primary 

schools, much has already been learned. Further details will follow to students and parents/carers of 

Year 10 and 12 with technical guidance, updated expectations and associated protocols for live 

leaning and attending on-site. We will consider how we can develop this offer and include additional 

year groups as the public health picture and associated guidance to schools evolves.  

 

Parents of Year 10 and 12 will receive a text message today with a link to a survey that we would ask 

you to urgently complete to support the next steps in our planning and preparation. We have planned 

to mitigate wherever possible any disadvantage for students unable to access school. 

 

I recognise that this does signal a shift in approach which will present some new challenges alongside 

the significant new opportunities. I have every confidence that we will work together to overcome 

these as we all begin to adjust as a community and wider society to the next phase of the COVID19 

response. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Perry - Head of School 


