
 

 
 
 
 
 
25th November 2020 

 

Dear SM6 Students, Parents and Carers, 

 

I am writing to you to inform you of the details surrounding our forthcoming assessment window starting on Monday 7th 

December and finishing on the final day of term, Friday 18th December. It is routine now at SM6 that the final two weeks of the 

first term are allocated as assessment weeks and this year, in spite of the current circumstances, will be no different. This is for a 

variety of reasons, all of which we firmly believe best serve the interests of our students. Firstly, it is important that both teachers 

and students have accurate and robust data about the progress of students so far this year in order to inform their future planning 

and preparation. This information enables students to identify their strengths and weaknesses in exam conditions as well as their 

priorities for revision. This is particularly important for teachers and students of Year 13, who, as it stands, will be taking terminal 

assessments in just over six months. Secondly. our experience tells us that these mock exam experiences are a crucial part of 

student preparation for terminal exams and that students perform better having undertaken a simulation of what they will 

experience in the summer. This is even more important for Year 12 who were unable to have this experience in the summer of 

Year 11. We recognise that Year 13 students may feel anxious about the possibility that Centre Assessed Grades (CAGs) might be 

issued at the end of the year and that the results of the exams in December will be used to inform these. As it stands, central 

government are clear that it is not the intention for CAGs to be issued and thus we must proceed on the basis that students will 

be sitting exams in the summer. Please rest assured that should that position shift, December mock results will only ever be part 

of an array of information used to generate CAGs. 

 

The majority of Year 12 exams have been scheduled for the w/c 7th December and the majority of Year 13 exams have been 

scheduled for the w/c 14th December, but your son/daughter will shortly be issued with their individual exam timetable. However, 

there are a few important points to note about expectations for the last two weeks: 

 

• Year 12 and 13 students should only attend college in the last two weeks on the days they have an exam and only 

for the duration of their exam, where the relevant transport arrangements can be made. 

• Students with transport issues will be able to study independently on the school site, should they need to, but must 

adhere to the signing in/out procedure and all COVID safety protocols. 

• Year 13 live lessons on Teams will continue as normal during the w/c 7th December. 

• There will be no live lessons for Year 12 in the w/c 14th December. 

• There will be on site provision made for students who do not have any scheduled December mock exams (e.g. 

students enrolled onto full-time Level 2 and 3 vocational courses) during their rota week in college (Year 12 = w/c 7th 

December and Year 13 = w/c 14th December). More details will follow. 

• Any students in Year 13 who are self-isolating and unable to come onto site to complete their exam but are well 

enough to complete the exam from home, must complete their exam via MS Teams, where students will be remotely 

invigilated. More details will follow as to the procedure for exams to be completed from home. 

• Any students in Year 12 who are self-isolating and unable to come onto site to complete their exam, will have to 

complete their exam at a later date. Details to be confirmed. 

 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me at sm6team@smchull.org.  

 

Kind regards, 
 

 
 

Mr L Haworth 

Director of Sixth Form 
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