
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
11th May 2020 

 

Dear Students, Parents and Carers 

 

Following recent announcements from the Government and Ofqual, I write to update you on current 

issues directly impacting Year 10. 

 

You may be aware that Ofqual have now published the outcome of their consultation on the allocation 

of grades to students due to complete qualifications in Summer 2020. We can confirm as a result that 

Year 10 will be included in the measures previously outlined and will receive allocated grades alongside 

students in older year groups. This is excellent news as it will allow students to be recognised for their efforts 

and to progress through their Year 11 curriculum without the concern of incomplete qualifications. 

 

I recognise that this anticipated development has brought students to question the value of 

completing work for subjects due to terminate this academic year, particularly where there has been a 

focus on examination preparation and the associated assessment skills. It is important to remember 

however that it is these skills that will benefit students next year in wider terminal exams and indeed 

beyond. Furthermore, it is critical to note that where any individual is unhappy with their allocated 

grades, they will need to be ready to sit examinations made available to them in the autumn term. 

 

Outside of the assessment framework, we must consider the place of these subjects in a carefully 

constructed curriculum. It is our belief that alongside the many challenges, the current situation affords 

us some unique opportunities to enhance learning. With this in mind, affected subjects will transition, 

starting this week, to provide lessons focused on subject level enrichment and the enhancement of 

relevant functional skills. Our aim is to deepen the knowledge and understanding in selected 

disciplines, embedding skills and realising relevant applications in preparation for further study, 

employment or training. A similar approach is usually reserved in school for after examinations are 

complete, but the current situation provides space for it to be promoted and developed over an 

extended period. To be clear, expectations for completing work set in these subjects remain the same, 

we will simply be adjusting the content and focus. 

 

Much time has been spent in recent days and weeks considering the many events which would have 

ordinarily taken place this term. Although ultimately inevitable, it was with great disappointment that we 

took the decision last week not to proceed with work experience. We value the provision of a work 

placement for every student at St Mary’s greatly, and whilst you will have received a separate 

communication in this regard, I wanted to acknowledge this situation in particular and express my regret. 

We will consider how to support students and families in exploring opportunities independently when 

circumstances are appropriate, which remains some time away. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last night and today we have received initial details of measures proposed to ease the current 

‘lockdown’ in England. This has included reference to schools. Can I direct you to the statement 

published on behalf of the Trust this afternoon which outlines our current position and is available on the 

website and through social media. For clarity, in the immediate future nothing will change at all for 

students at St Mary’s. We acknowledge the government’s ambition to provide ‘some opportunity for 

Year 10 to have contact with teachers before the end of the Summer term, alongside their remote 

provision’. However, as appealing as this prospect is, any adjustment at all from the current provision will 

only begin to be considered when we are confident it is safe to do so. 

 

The education of our students, their safety and well-being remain at the centre of all we do. We will 

continue to monitor guidance and shape our responses with careful consideration to our local context. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Mr D Perry 

Head of School 


